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AMENDMENT 



In the Claims: 



Please withdraw claim 75, without prejudice, and amend claims 65, 69, and 76-83 as 



follows. 



P 




65. (Twice Amended) A system for conducting an electronic auction between a 
plurality of potential bidders, the plurality of potential bidders competing for a lot having at 
least one product, comprising: 

means for receiving bid information from a fir^t^idder for said lot; and 

means for generating a transformed bkHising at least said bid information, said 
generated transformed bid being used to effect a relative comparison of transformed bids, 
said relative comparison of transform^ bids enabling submitted bids, defined in one or more 
bidder-specific contexts, to be c0mpared on a common competitive basis; 

wherein said mearis for generating generates a non-zero net present value bid using a 
predefined discount rmc structure and received multi-segment bidding parameters, said non- 
zero net present ^lue bid representing a sum of a series of payments over a plurality of 
contract term^egments which are discounted to a present value using said predefined 
discount j^te structure. 




69. (Twice Amended) A method of participating^ an electronic auction between a 
/plurality of potential bidders, the plurality of poteptim bidders competing for a lot having at 
least one product, comprising the steps of: 

Ir 

I / (a) receiving bid information ffdm a bidder for said lot; 

(b) generating a transformed bid using at least said bid information; and 
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r 



Attoraeffcocket No. 046700-5003 

Page 3 of 8 

(c) transmitting transformed bid information to an auction sep^r, said transformed bid 
information enabling said auction server to generate a relative^cdmparison of bids, originally 
defined in one or more bidder-specific contexts, on a c^Hlmon competitive basis; 

wherein step (b) comprises the step ofgmerating a non-zero net present value bid 
using a predefined discount rate structure/^d received multi-segment bidding parameters, 
said non-zero net present value bid r^resenting a sum of a series of payments over a plurality 
of contract term segments whij^ifare discounted to a present value using said predefined 
discount rate structure. 




76. (Amended) A method of conducting an electronic online^rfction between a 
plurality of bidders, the plurality of bidders competing for a lotj^ing at least one product, 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving net present value bid in^iaraiation from a bidder for the lot; 

(b) generating a non-zero net^esent value bid value using said net present value 
bid information, said non-zero nepjJresent value bid value representing a sum of a series of 
payments over a plurality o|^ntract term segments which are discounted to a present value 
using a predefined dispdunt rate structure; and 

(c) >^ansmitting non-zero net present value bid information to a plurality of 
biddersySmd non-zero net present value bid information enabling a plurality of bidders to 
vipw non-zero net present value bids submitted by a plurality of bidders. 




80. (Amended) A system for conducting an electronic online^uetion between a 
lurality of bidders, the plurality of bidders competing for ajptliaving at least one product, 
comprising: 

means for receiving net presentjv^aKie bid information from a bidder for the lot; 

means for generating^anon-zero net present value bid value using said net present 
value bid informaticJiCsaid non-zero net present value bid value representing a sum of a 



